
A Message to the Parish from the Pastor 

Faith, Hope and Love: Hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been 

poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us Rm: 5: 5 

Dear and beloved parishioners and friends of our parish: St. Gregory the Great: Nold 

Drive, Houston Texas. Greetings! Grace to you; peace, hope and love from Our Lord 

Jesus Christ! From the encouraging words of Our Lord Jesus from the scriptures, I 
urge you, “Do not be afraid;” “All power in heaven and on earth has been given to me 

[…]; observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, until 

the end of the age” (Mt: 28:18-20), is the promise of our Lord and Savior, Jesus 

Christ. 

Be assured of my prayers for you and all your loved ones. And remember the 
encouraging words from the Letter of St. Paul to the Romans which says, “I consider 

that the sufferings of this present time are as nothing compared with the glory to be 

revealed for us”(RM 8:18), for the Spirit comes to the aid of our weakness, for we 
know that all things work for good for those who love God, who are called according 

to his purpose (RM: 8:28).My friends, sisters and brothers, I am confident that, in all 

these things, we can conquer overwhelmingly through him who loves us, Christ Jesus. 
“For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor 

present things, nor future things, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor any other 
creature will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus Our Lord 

(RM: 8:37-39). 

Let us support and encourage one another in prayers, goodwill and works of charity. 
We are in this together. Let us keep one another and indeed the entire human family in 

our thoughts and prayers. Pray always and do not loose heart, are the empowering 
word from the scripture. Let us take the necessary advices and precautions from the 

appropriate authorities and the medical experts even as we pray and hope for God’s 

intervention to bring this unfortunate challenge to a speedy end. Let us keep in our 
prayers, the scientists, medical experts, volunteers and all peoples, our sisters and 

brothers who are risking their lives in service during this difficult time. 

It is my hope that we can celebrate together again in our place of worship, the feast of 

Easter, the heart of our Christian faith. 

May God the Father of Our Lord Jesus Christ and, the Father of us all, be with you, 
and, all your loved ones. And may the Virgin Mary, Mother of God and our Mother, 

intercede for our world in our time of need. God Bless you. 

Given on the Feast of St. Joseph, Husband of the Blessed Virgin Mary, March 19, 

2020. 

Rev Noel Effiong, MSP Pastor. 

 


